Pitfalls in the delivery of outpatient intravenous therapy.
Recent articles promoting the advantages of intravenous antibiotic therapy and total parenteral nutrition for use in home health care patients have spawned a multitude of commercial and hospital-based programs dedicated to providing such therapies in outpatient settings. Only since the establishment of these programs has there evolved an increasing familiarity with adverse experiences and pitfalls in the provision of outpatient care. Significant errors have been made in the areas of patient and disease admission criteria, antibiotic regimens, medicolegal concepts, medical and hospital politics, and financial reimbursement. This article explores the pitfalls intrinsic to the delivery of outpatient parenteral therapies and focuses on the need for diligence in program coordination, multidisciplinary involvement, and education in averting those pitfalls.